Interaction between ACTH fragments, brain opiate receptors and morphine-induced analgesia.
The present study confirms that N-terminal fragments of ACTH have an affinity for rat brain opiate receptors in vitro. Such peptides, devoid of corticotrophic activity, were found to inhibit morphine-induced analgesia if they also possessed affinity for opiate receptors in vitro. The structure-activity relationship for these two parameters is comparable to that observed for the same peptides on the induction of excessive grooming.